the Darm Worker 


Published Monthly by and for the Southern Tenant Farmers Union 
and Migratory Agricultural Workers Union. 
cup 25 
BOX 443, MEMPHIS, TENN., SEPTEMBER, 1943 


New Mexico Workers 
Fight Cattlemen To 
Save Land and Homes 


J. E. Clayton, STFU Organizer, 
attended a series of meetings in 
Dona Ana County, New Mexico, the 
last of August. He reported that 
he had never seen the like as the 
meetings held in and near Las Cru- 
ces. Every farmer, school teacher 
and preacher in Pleasant Valley 
joined the STFU. 

About 40 families from Arkansas, 
Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas 
settled in this valley in 1926, when 
the area was opened to homestead- 
ers. The families secured title to 
26,000 acres of land, most of them 
getting patents on 640 acres and 
others 320 acres. The valley lies 
between the Dona Ana and Organ 
Mountains. The annual rainfall is 
light but the mountain snows fur- 
nish plenty of water without irri- 
gation for dry land farming. 

_ According to Clayton, who is a 
_ trained agriculturist, this valley is 
as rich as that along the Nile River 
and that crops being grown this 
year are better than those in Ar- 
kansas and Alabama. One man 

raised a crop of small grain on 80 
acres in 1942 and cleared $3,500. 
This year the same man has the 
tract planted in pinto beans with 
a good crop in prospect. Alfalfa 
is knee high and four cuttings a 
year are made. Nevertheless, this 
land has been classed as sub-mar- 
ginal and the present owners are 
unable to borrow money to put their 
land into cultivation. The owners 
work part time as farmers, raising 
their own crops and the balance of 
the time as wage workers for big 
operators of cotton farms on the 
Rio Grande. 

The cattlemen before the land 
was opened to homesteading had 
been renting it for a few cents an 
acre and soon succeeded in getting 
the farm land classed as sub-mar- 
ginal and fit only for grazing pur- 
poses. Several hundred thousand 
more acres of this valley land is 
now in a Forest Reserve, known as 
the Jornada Experimental Range. 
Upon receipt of Clayton’s report, 
H. L. Mitchell, STFU Secretary, 
wrote Secretary of Interior Harold 
L. Ickes urging that an investiga- 
tion be made of this land and that 
the project be again opened to set- 
tlement. Mitchell said in his let- 
ter to Secretary Ickes that the 

would supply several hun- 

d farmers from the Mid-South 

develop farms if the land were 
. opened to homesteaders. 

th meantime, negotiations are 


e th, a view of settling up- 
“i 200° landless STFU fami- 


INTRODUCING OUR 
NEW PAPER 


This is the first issue of “The 
Farm Worker.” We are limiting 
the number we can send out to 
5,000 copies. It will cost us $100.00 
to print and mail it. We are send- 
ing a bundle to every local secre- 
tary to give out to paid-up mem- 
bers of the Union at the local meet- 
ings. A few copies will be mailed 
out to individuals. We want to 
keep this paper going, though we 
had to stop publishing the Tenant 
Farmer about a year ago. 

We want to raise a special fund 
to pay for it for a year. How much 
will you give to help publish this 
two-page paper each and every 
month? 


Use of War Prisoners to Cut 
Wages Banned 


The War Manpower Commission 
has just adopted rules and regu- 
lations for the use of prisoners of 
war on American farms. Prison- 
ers may not be used to beat down 
wage standards of American farm 
workers. The War Department will 
not permit them to be sent to the 
fields at less than current wages. 

This ruling came as a result of 
protests made by the STFU against 
attempts by planters in the Mid- 
South to get war prisoners to take 
jobs of local workers and beat down 
wages to the 80c a day level paid 
prisoners under terms of Interna- 
tional law. 

The STFU in reporting a Missis- 
sippi planter using war prisoners 
recently stated that he had offered 
local labor $2.00 for 12 or 14 hours 
work. We later found the rate he 
offered local workers was $2.00 for 
10 hours and 20c an hour for over- 
time. He worked the war prison- 
ers three days at 80c per day, plus 
an allowance for meals. 


lies in this valley and developing 
the entire project. 

The Cattle Growers’ Association, 
whose members have recently of- 
fered to buy out the homesteaders, 
have used every means at their 
command, including intimidation, 
over a period of several years to 
drive these farmers off their land. 
A hearing was held in Albuquerque 
on September 7, 8, 9 by a Senate 
Committee and two representatives 
of the valley farmers presented 
their pleas for help to the Sena- 
tors. The STFU general office ar- 
ranged for two leaders of the Pleas- 
ant Valley Local, G. W. Holesome 
and J. J. Olden, to be heard, by 
wiring Senator Pat McCarran of 
Nevada, who is Chairman of the 
aig Lands and Survey Commit- 
ee. 


Missouri Locals 
Demand $3 For 
Picking Cotton 


Five thousand handbills calling 
on farm laborers to refuse to pick 
cotton for less than $3.00 per hun- 
dred pounds have been distributed 
in Southeastern Missouri. Officers 
and members of Kneedmore Local 
and Fairview Local took the lead 
in raising the union demand for a 
living wage. The rate for picking 
has already gone up to $2.50 per 
100, though the wage offered in the 
beginning by the Farm Bureau 
planters was only $1.50. The de- 
mand for $3.00. will be won before 
the height of the season in Sep- 
tember. 

According to Bill Johnson, STFU 
Organizer, bootheel planters who 
failed in an attempt to get war 
prisoners to pick cotton at 80c per 
day are bringing in labor from the 
flood and drouth stricken areas of 
the Arkansas River Valley. John- 
son said that members of the Un- 
ion are being blacklisted because of 
their wage demands. Residents of 
the 12 FSA farm labor homes proj- 
ects have all been given eviction 
notices in line with planters’ wishes 
to get rid of active union members. 
Many of the new workers being 
brought in from the Arkansas Riv- 
er Valley are former mine workers 
who know what a union can do. 
The STFU is gaining some new re- 
cruits, Johnston stated. 


Farm Labor Truckers 
Organize 


Independent truck operators who 
haul farm workers from Memphis 
to nearby cotton plantations are 
joining the Teamsters and Chauf- 
feurs Union, A. F. of L. There are 
over 300 truck owners and drivers 
in the city who transport farm la- 
bor during the chopping and pick- 
ing season each year. These work- 
ers have been exploited by planta- 
tion owners just as farm workers. 
Net earnings of one operator who 
transported cotton pickers over 100 
miles in early September amounted 
to a total of $4.11 a day for his 
services and the use of his truck. 

Truck owners who early in the 
year signed up with the U. S. Em- 
ployment Service for this work are 
allotted gasoline and tires by Lo- 
cal USES officials on authority from 
OPA and ODT. The truckers al- 
lege favoritism and discrimination. 
Representation is being demanded 
by the Teamsters Union which lo- 
cally has a membership of 2,000 
drivers. In Memphis as elsewhere 
the Chauffeurs and Teamsters Un- 
ion is one of the most militant or- 
ganizations in the labor movement. 
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Memphis Cotton 
Pickers Organize 


Three hundred Memphis cotton 
pickers met at the Salem-Guild- 
field Baptist Church on Labor Day 
evening to discuss wages and work- 
ing conditions on nearby planta- 
tions where these workers are em- 
ployed. One hundred and fifty men 
and women joined the Migratory 
Agricultural Workers’ division of 
the STFU and others are joining 
each day. 

Cotton picking wages were set 
this year by a “Farm Labor Com- 
mittee” organized under auspices of 
the Tri-State Agricultural Exten- 
sion Services representing only 
plantation owners in nearby Ar- 
kansas, Mississippi and Tennessee. 
This Committee called upon pickers 
to work for $1.25 per hundred this 
year when the price in 1942 was 
$2.00. Rates at the beginning of 
the season were advanced to $1.50 
in spite of the committee. Never- 
theless, on September 1 less than 
3,000 workers left Memphis by 
truck for jobs on _ plantations, 
whereas in other years 10,000 or 
more went out each day fifty miles 
or more to work. 

The Memphis cotton pickers who 
organized Labor Day will demand 
not less than $2.00 per hundred and 
they are making a drive to organ- 
ize every picker in the city. In 
addition to 15,000 nearby STFU 
members supporting these demands 
organized labor in Memphis is act- 
ive in aiding and encouraging the 
new organizational campaign 
among farm workers resident in the 
city. Speaking at the Labor Day 
meeting of cotton pickers was 
James A. Swearingen, Business 
Agent of the Chauffeurs and Team- 
sters’ Union and Howard Thomas, 
Representative of the Laundry 
Workers’ Union, and Benjamin C. 
Bell, Memphis Secretary, National 
Urban League. J. E. Clayton, STFU 
Lecturer, was the featured speaker 
and called upon Memphis workers 
to join with the Negro and White 
workers of the rural areas to se- 
cure better wages for this year’s 
work. L, H. Van Ryan of 848 Mich- 
igan, has been named as Memphis 
organizer for the Migratory Agri- 
cultural Workers’ Union. 


Union Membership Increases 
In All States 


The membership figures for the 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union, 
based on reports from local offi- 
cers to the general office as of Au- 
gust 1, 1943, is 19,383; 3,225 are Mi- 
gratory workers. 


Datie 2 


THE STATE OF THE 
UNION, 1943 


A brief report on outstanding 
work done by the STFU month by 
month: 

January—272 workers and families 
sent to Florida to harvest vege- 
tables. 

February—229 workers and fami- 
lies sent to Florida to harvest 
vegetables. 

March—51 farm families transport- 
ed to Indiana, Ohio and Illinois 
for year-’round farm work. 

April—Led fight to prevent passage 
of bill by Congress giving County 
Agents right to prevent govern- 
ment moving farm labor out of 
a county. Warned that this bill 
would stop normal flow of work- 
ers from state to state. Bill 
passed, Workers in South frozen 
in county. Crops go to waste in 
other areas. Foreign workers im- 
ported by government. 

May—First Co-operative Store op- 
ened at Spruce Pine, Alabama. 
Thirty STFU families transferred 
to New Jersey from Florida for 
work in cannery. Twenty-three 
workers sent to Indiana for work 
in cannery. 

June—Aided in fight to save Farm 
Security Administration, won. 

July—Protested to War Manpower 
Commission plans of cotton plant- 
ers to secure services of war pris- 
oners to pick 1943 cotton crop at 
80c per day. Reported to Depart- 
ment of Justice officials denial 
of right of farm workers to mi- 
grate. Received ruling from U. 
§S. Attorney General. Called at- 
tention to use of Selective Serv- 
ice to peonize farm labor. Under 
investigation. 

August—Southeast Missouri Farm 
Laborers Co-operative Associa- 
tion organized. Raised demand 
for increased wages for cotton 
picking. 1944 membership cam- 
paign started. 

September—Begun organization cot- 
ton pickers city of Memphis. Aid- 
ed in organization of farm labor 
truck owners. 


HOMECOMING AT RIVERSIDE 


The annual meeting of Union Lo- 
cals in lower St. Francis County, 
Arkansas, was held at Riverside 
Church, south of Widener, on Au- 
gust 2, 3, 4. Hundreds of share- 
croppers and day hands every year 
look forward to homecoming at 
Riverside, which started back in 
1936 at the end of the long cotton 
choppers’ strike. J. E. Clayton was 
guest of honor at this meeting. A 
conference of officers and _ local 
leaders was held and plans were 
worked out to enlist 16,000 new 
paid-up members in the union this 
fall. One hundred volunteer work- 
ers signed up and agreed to get at 
least 40 new members this year. 


All-Day Meeting With Dinner 


On the Ground 


The Shady Grove Local No. 6, 
near Forrest City, held its annual 
picnic and all-day meeting on Au- 
gust 6. About 500 members and 
their families turned out. A pro- 
gram of singing and readings was 
given by local members. Guest 
‘speakers were President Raley, J. 
F. Hynds and J. E. Clayton. 


THE FARM WORKER 


NEW REGULATIONS APPLYING 
TO FARM LABOR BY WAR 


MANPOWER COMMISSION 

Under plans adopted by the War 
Manpower Commission a farm 
worker may not transfer to indus- 
trial work without approval of the 
U. S. Employment Service. Before 
sending a man to a job in a war 
plant the USES will require each 
worker to have a written state- 
ment from his last employer or the 
County Agent. 

There is no law as yet adopted 
that prevents a farm worker from 
leaving one farm and going to work 
on another. A man may go any- 
where in the United States he wants 
to work on the farm. No one is 
required to get his landlord’s, the 
County Agent’s or U. S. Employ- 
ment Service’s permission to go 
anywhere he wants to work on the 
farm. Farm workers are advised 
not to go to war plants and expect 
to get a job unless they have been 
sent by the U. S. Employment Ser- 
vice. 


BUMBLE BEE COTTON 


Crops in the mid-Southern states 
have been damaged seriously by the 
long drouth. Estimates vary as to 
the extent of the damage done to 
cotton and corn crops. Cotton pro- 
duction has been cut from 25 to 
50% everywhere in this area. All 
late corn is ruined. Cotton is 
opening early. The stalks are low 
down on the ground.. Hence it’s 
called “Bumble Bee Cotton.” Farm 
work in this area will be over by 
October 15th, 30 days earlier than 
usual. Farm workers will then be 
available to go to other areas for 
employment on farms from October 
15 to March 15. The union is now 
planning to help its members get 
jobs in the West and in Florida 
for the winter months. 


Missouri Farm Laborers 
Form Co-op Association; 


Store Soon to Open 

A co-operative Marketing and 
Purchasing Association has just 
been set up by the members of the 
STFU in Southeastern Missouri. 
The association applied for a char- 
ter from the state of Missouri and 
plans to centralize fall purchases 
made by 14 local buying clubs 
which have been operating in this 
area for the past several years. In 
addition to co-operative buying this 
fall farm products raised by inde- 
pendent tenants and small farmers 
may also be sold through the asso- 
ciation. 

A co-operative store in the town 
of Wardell will also be opened as 
soon as a building can be erected. 
W. A. “Bill” Johnson, Box 2, War- 
dell, Missouri, is treasurer and 
manager for the association. 


WOODRUFF COUNCIL MEETS 

The Woodruff Council, which rep- 
resents all locals in Monroe, Lee 
and Prairie Counties, held its reg- 
ular monthly meeting on Septem- 
ber 5. County Secretary George 
Stith of Howell reports a good 
meeting; with representatives of all 
locals in the district present. Plans 
were made to re-organize a num- 
ber of the old locals which have 
ceased to function. A wage rate of 
not less than $2.50 per 100 for 
picking cotton was agreed upon by 
the union representatives. The 
Farm Bureau planters had agreed 
upon $1.50. The union rate is be- 
ing paid, though the crop is short. 


PLANTATION JUSTICE 
Edmondson Citizen Defends 
Home—Jailed 


T. Davis of Edmondson, Arkan- 
sas, is being held in Crittenden 
County Jail as a result of an at- 
tack being made on his home by 
a planter and Deputy Sheriff who 
were searching for another man ac- 
cused of stealing cattle. When the 
men came to Davis’ home late at 
night he called out, asking who 
they were and what they wanted. 
Receiving no reply, he fired his 
shotgun up. in the air. His home 
was riddled with gunfire. Davis was 
then arrested and is being held for 
action by the County Court in late 
September. The charge is assault 
with intent to kill and bail bond 
has been set at $2,500. K. T. Sut- 
ton, Attorney for the STFU, has 
been employed to defend Davis and 
will contest the case on grounds of 
the constitutional right of a citi- 
zen to be secure in his person and 
property. 

Davis is involved in the long-con- 
tested suit for damages against H. 
A. Weaver, local planter who has 
sought to gain control of the prop- 
erty owned by Negro citizens of the 
town of Edmondson. The planter 
has destroyed homes, plowed up 
streets of the town and dispossessed 
lawful owners. Weaver was with 
the deputy on the raid that led to 
the arrest of Davis and reportedly 
did most of the shooting into Davis’ 
home. 


Union Member Framed 
In Mississippi 


Romeo Booker is being held in 
jail at Clarksdale, Mississippi, on 
the charge of impersonating a fed- 
eral officer. Booker’s crime con- 
sists in having bought and worn a 
pair of Army pants and a shirt of 
World War I vintage without an 
insignia, according to the report of 
the investigation made by the STFU 
Legal Department. Booker was 
President of his local union when 
arrested last fall by local officers 
at Ruleville, Mississippi, for solic- 
iting labor to go out and help har- 
vest vegetable crops in Florida un- 
der government contract. He suc- 
ceeded in convincing the officers 
that they should release him but 
they warned him to leave the delta 
and never return. A few days later 
he came to Memphis along with 
several other workers and was sent 
to Florida by the U. S. Employ- 
ment Service and Farm Security 
Administration, agencies then hand- 
ling labor recruitment and trans- 
portation. He worked in Florida un- 
til April 7 and was again arrested, 
this time by the FBI. He was still 
wearing the old Army clothing. 
Tons of such clothing were dis- 
tributed to poor people by WPA 
years ago. He was jailed in Or- 
lando, then transferred to Missis- 
sippi, where he is now being held 
for indictment and trial in Novem- 
ber. The STFU has appealed to 
the American Civil Liberties Un- 
ion and the Workers’ Defense 
League for aid in getting this man 
free. The Civil Liberties Division 
of the Department of Justice has 
also been urged to investigate this 
case, 


UNION PROJECTS FOR FALL ~ | 
AND WINTER, 1943-44 e 


ORGANIZATION 
16,000 new paid-up members by 
November 1. 
10,000 workers in Migratory Ag- 
ricultural Workers Union. 
To complete organization of all: 
farm workers in.City of Mem- 
phis. 

EDUCATION 
Publication each month of the 
Farm Worker. 
Employment of an Educational 
Director full time. 
Publication of pamphlets and re- 
ports. 

LEGAL DEFENSE 
To raise a fund of not less than 
$16,000 to extend services of Le- 
gal Department. 
To employ attorneys and estab- 
lish legal aid societies in every 
area organized. 
To publish a bulletin, “Legal 
Rights of Farm Workers,” and 
distribute it to farm workers. 


CO-OPERATIVES 
To increase the stock of goods 
in the Spruce Pine Co-op Store. 
To aid in establishing the La- 
Grange Co-operative Store. 
To aid in establishing a Co-op- 
erative Store in Wardell, Mis- 
souri. 
To aid the Arkansas Farm Ten- 
ants Co-operative in centralizing 
buying of winter supplies by 41 
local groups. 
To set up a central Co-operative 
Purchasing and Marketing Whole- 
sale in the city of Memphis. 
To employ full-time a person 
trained in management of co-op- 
eratives who can develop local 
leadership. 


FARM OWNERSHIP 


To establish by January 1, 1944, 
on farms of their own 200 farm 
families from the Mid-South on 
lands now owned by union mem- 
bers in Dona Ana County, New 
Mexico. 

To aid in the development of 
Pleasant Valley farming project in 
New Mexico, consisting of 26,000 
acres. 

To assist members of the union 
in purchasing lands and homestead- 
ing on land to be reclaimed for 
farming purposes by the govern- 
ment. 


POST-WAR PROGRAM 

To develop and advance a prac- 
tical program for the rural South 
to include breaking up of planta- 
tion holdings into small farms to 
be sold landless farmers with pref- 
erence given to men now in the 
armed services who are farmers. 

To encourage the excess farm 
population of the Southern states 
to migrate to other areas where 
economic opportunity is offered 
them, 


NOTICE—UNION OFFICE 
MOVED 


The office of the Southern Ten- 
ant Farmers Union is now located 
in Room 204 in the Graham Build- 
ing, 166 Monroe Avenue, Memphis, 
Tennessee. 
is located up over the Missouri Pa- 
cific Bus Station and just across — 
the street from the Greyhound Bus 
Station. 


It’s easy to find, as it — 


